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Rationale
The Government has introduced a new approach to the way children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and their families are supported. 

These changes are effective from the 1st September 2014.

The reforms aim to create a change in the way that education, health and social care professionals work with families and young people. 
The changes are intended to give young people and their families greater say over what support and services are available to them.

This leaflet will explain some of the changes that are happening within the school and what the reforms mean for any child receiving additional support for SEND.

Please be assured that if your child is currently on an Achievement Plan, this will not change. Your child will still receive the support identified on their plan. 
After consulting with families across the UK, the Government identified the following key aims:
· The involvement of children, parents and young people in decision making.

· The identification of children and young people’s needs.

· Collaboration between education, health and social care services to provide support.

· High quality provision to meet the needs of children and young people with SEND.
· Greater choice and control for young people and parents.

· Successful preparation for adulthood, including independent living and employment. 
Key Changes
· A simpler assessment process, co-ordinated across education, health and care involving children and their families throughout. 

· An Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC) to replace the current system of Statements of Education. The EHC plan will reflect the child or young person’s hopes for the future, as well as their current needs. 
· Option of requesting a personal budget for families and young people on an EHC.
· A Dorset Local Offer available for parents to view online to make informed decisions about their child’s provision for SEND. 
· Changes to the code of practice used in schools, encouraging a graduated response of quality first teaching for all children with SEND.

The Dorset Local Offer
As part of the reforms, all local authorities must develop a Local Offer for young people and families of children with SEND.

The purpose of the Local Offer is to:

· Provide clear, comprehensive and accessible information about the support and opportunities available for all children with SEND (not just those with an EHC).
· Improve the services that are provided and make them more responsive to local needs.

Frome Valley School has submitted its contribution to the Local Offer. This will shortly be available to view via a link on the school website. 
Children with an existing Statement of SEND

For children who are going through the statutory assessment process or who currently have a Statement of SEN, the new changes will be gradually introduced from 1st September 2014. On advice from the LA, these changes will initially take place for children at transition points (eg, those moving on to middle or upper school) with other statements being transferred within 2 years. 
SEN Reforms at Frome Valley School
If your child is already identified as requiring additional support and/or has SEND, the reforms will not affect the provision that they already receive.
The codes used to identify the area of need within SEND have changed and the class teacher will explain these to you when you have your Achievement Plan review meeting. 

The current levels of support identified in the new Code of Practice are as follows:
	NSA
	Child identified as requiring additional support, however not requiring specialist assessment. 

	K
	Child requiring additional support, with involvement from outside agencies (specialist assessment).

	STMT / EHC
	Child has a statement of education or a new Education, Health and Care Plan. 


The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator for the school is:

Miss Michelle Carter
What do I do if I think my 

child requires SEND support?
The class teacher is always the first point of contact if you have any concerns regarding your child.
The teacher will listen to your concerns and then discuss these with the school Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO).
The SENCO will look at existing support and work with the class teacher to identify other interventions or support that could help your child in class. 
If it is agreed that the child requires SEND support, a meeting will be arranged between the class teacher, parents, pupil and the SENCO to discuss additional support. An Achievement Plan will be written to identify key targets for success and your child will be logged on the school’s SEND register.
The SENCO will review the effectiveness of support put into place after half a term and decide if any assessments from external agencies are required. 
If external assessments are required, parental consent will be sought. Findings from external assessments will be discussed with parents and strategies to support your child will be implemented and detailed on your child’s Achievement Plan.
All Achievement Plans are reviewed termly (October, February and May). The class teacher will invite parents and their child to make an appointment at a convenient time to review the Achievement Plan and decide if further support is required. If further support is required a new Achievement Plan will be created. 
If your child requires significant SEND support, they might be considered suitable for an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC). Parents are fully involved in applying for this assessment and further information will be given as required. 
